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HT Lucknow

Entrepreneurship centre
announced at IIT-B campus

HT Education Ccorrespondent
= hteducation@hindustantimes.com

In a bid to encourage entrepre-
neurship among their students,
IIT-Bombay (IIT-B), with funds
from the Desai Sethi Family
Foundation (DS Foundation),
will establish an entrepreneur-
ship centre on their premises.

The centre, called the
Desai Sethi Centre for
Entrepreneurship, will include
new programmes for education
and research, multi-disciplinary
courses, research laboratories and
international partnerships.

Students who enrol for the pro-
gramme will receive mentorship
from the II'T-B faculty as well as
guest faculty from international
institutions.

“To start such a cen-
tre is part of a natural
evolution, as we have always
boosted the idea of entrepre-
neurship on our campus,” says
Devang Khakhar, director of II'T-
B. “We hope that this will enable
IIT-B to become the hub of entre-
preneurship in the region, simi-
lar to the role played by Stanford
University in Silicon Valley, USA.”

The centre will focus on
emerging technology areas
such as nanotech and biotech.
Prototype facilities will allow
students to convert their innova-
tive ideas into proofs of concept.
The centre will include mentor-
ing, micro-grants and network-
ing with established entrepre-
neurs and industry leaders,
and will be managed by an
advisory board comprising facul-
ty members, student representa-
tives, industry professionals and
two international experts on
entrepreneurship, nominated
by the DS Foundation.

“IIT-B has always been a
hotbed for innovative think-
ers, and this entrepreneurship
center will offer a new channel to
convert breakthrough ideas into
viable business ventures,” says
Bharat Desai, an alumnus of IIT-
B, co-founder of DS Foundation
and chairman of Syntel.

THE CENTRE WILL FOCUS
ON EMERGING
TECHNOLOGY AREAS
SUCHAS NANOTECH AND

BIOTECH,

1 TEST

2 UNIVERSITIES

39 B.TECH PROGRAMS
TO CHANGE THE FUTURE

UNIVERSITY OF

PETROLEUM & ENERGY
Ermcreoroaa STUDIES, DEHRADUN
UPES, First and largest Indian University fo
offer domain focussed programs in Energy,
Infrastructure and Transportation,
offers B.TECH. ENGINEERING in
Petroleum, Chemical, Geo Science, Geo-Informatics,
Automotive, Aerospace, Electronics, Mechatronics,
Power, Civil, Material Science with Nano Technology,
Fire & Safefy, Electrical, Instrumentation & Process
Control, Mechanical, Produdlon & Industrial, Mining,
Design (B. Des) & super-specialized compuler science
engineering programs in association with IBM

UNIVERSITY OF
UT M gty
Ioroum MANAGEMENT, SHILLONG

UTM, a New Age University,

offers B.TECH. ENGINEERING in

Petroleum, Automotive, Mechanical, Civil,
Electronics & Communication & super-specialized
Computer Science engineering programs (Cloud
Computing & Virtualisation, Business Analytics and
QOil & Gas Informatics) in association with IBM

INS 2014 APPLY NOW!

ENROLLMENT OFFICES:
NEW DELHI 3” Floor, PHD House, 4/2 Siri
Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg,

New Delhi 110016 T 011-41730151/52/53

SHILL
Tank,
T036

DEHRADUN 09557899090, 08410080040, 0135-2102549 MUMI
PATNA 08873144753 KOLKATA 033-60501143/46 CHANDIGAI
AHMEDABAD 079-40007933/34 KOCHI 04842307995, 095556
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HT Delhi

India is the only BRIC nation not
to have a top-ranking university’

Ayesha Banerjee

The Times Higher Education
World Reputation Rankings
are subjective and opinion-
based and finalised after
isolating the ‘reputation’
indicator used in the Times
Higher Education World
University Rankings. Select
academics (volunteers to
are not allowed to take part
in the survey) nominate

no more than 15 of the best
institutions in their narrow
field of expertise, based on
their experience and knowl-
edge. Phil Baty, editor of the
Times Higher Education
World Reputation Rankings,
feels it is a “rigorous global
measure of academic pres-
tige,” and talks about why
the results have been ‘dis-
appointing’ where India is
concerned

What have been your biggest
surprises? Disappointments?
The table has actually been
very stable over time, giving
us confidence in the qual-
ity of our annual survey
sample.

However, one of the big-
gest disappointments for us
this year has been that India
is the only one of the so-
called BRIC nations — those
large, exciting developing
economic powers — which
does not have a university in
the world top 100: mainland
China has two, both in the
top 50, Russia and Brazil
have one each.

This should be a cause
for concern for India. While
we only officially rank the
world’s top 100 institutions,
I can reveal that India is
some way off the pace. Its

THE TIMES WORLD REPUTATION RANKINGS

The survey is available in 10
lancuages and is distributed
based on United Nations data
to ensure that it accurately
reflects the global distribution
of scholars. Times Higher
Education does not allow vel-
unteers to take part in the sur-
vey and, importantly, accepts
no nominations from institu-

tions or any third party. The
survey is carried out by Ipsos
MediaCT for Thomson Reuters,
data supplier to the Times
Higher Education rankings.
The 2014 World Reputation
Rankings are based on 10,536
responses from 133 countries
to the survey distributed in
March-May 2013.

most prestigious institution,
based on the results of our
expert global opinion poll,

is the Indian Institute of
Science - but it sits roughly
around the 200th ranking
position and has fallen
further since last year. The
II'Ts — Bombay, Delhi and
Kanpur — are also top of
India’s ranking, but again,
they fall below the 200th
rank and slipping. For a
country with India’s great
intellectual history and huge
economic potential, this

will be seen as a concern.
Strong universities that can
compete on a world stage are
essential to India’s future
success.

You have said six London
institutes have made it to the
top 100 in this year’s rankings?
Does the city where the
institute is located make a
difference?
It’s hard for us to say — as
this is a subjective ranking,
based on the opinion of aca-
demics, we cannot tell what
causes them to nominate
particular institutions.
However, it has been sug-
gested that a ‘halo effect’ in
London, for example,
might have something to do
with it, with success

breeding success.

In simple terms, this
means that the excellent rep-
utation that some of these
London based institutions
already have for research
and the best international
staff and students, is rub-
bing off on others - the
London brand, if you will, is
strengthening.

What makes a Harvard or an
MIT better than an Oxford ora
Cambridge?

There is no simple, single
recipe for success when

it comes to improving
reputation, but there

are several factors that

are bound to help. For a
start, increased invest-
ment ensures that the best
faculty is attracted to a
university, and allows for
the provision of facilities
to attract the best students.
It also permits the prolifera-
tion of world-class research
papers — all this will not go
unnoticed by the academ-

ic community.

= Phil Baty, editor
of the Times
Higher Education
World
Reputation
Rankings

How have the Indian institutes
fared this time round? Can you
give us some details?

The Indian Institutes have
actually experienced a col-
lective drop in their posi-
tions for reputation accord-
ing to this year’s ranking,
meaning that no Indian insti-
tution features above 200.
Whilst we do not officially
rank institutions below 100,
we can exclusively reveal
that the Indian Institute of
Science continues to be the
most highly rated universi-
ties in India, although it has
seen its position drop from
around 130th place to just
below 200 in the world. IIT,
Bombay has also dropped to
the 210-220 group, while IIT,
Delhi and IIT, Kanpur both
now feature just below 250th
position in the world.
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HT Jaipur

Do rankings really make
a difference to students?

Ayesha Banerjee

How attractive are univer-
sity rankings to students?
Should they make a choice
based purely on how
renowned a university or
college 1s? Popular opinion
veers towards the right

fit. If you find a course of
a college that offers a pro-

gramme that seems to be tai-

lormade for you, just apply.
no matter what the rank.

Rankings could be impor-
tant as they play a role in
a candidate’s decision to
apply to a school, says Pejay
Belland, director of market-
ing, admission and financial
aid at INSEAD, considered
one of the top B-schools in
the world. “The main rank-
ings in which we participate
have typically been the
globally recognised ones
such as FT, Business Week
and the Economist. It's
clear that rankings such as
QS and Poets & Quants are
also becoming increasingly
influential and we're very
proud, for example, to be
ranked number one by QS,”
she says.

However, advises Belland,
once students have identi-
fied their top list, they need
to do more research by
talking to alumni, reaching
out to the school and ensur-
ing that the school(s) thev
choose really fit their needs.

Rankings matter most
to students when they first
come to seek advice, says
Arjun Seth, director of
EdBrand (www.edbrand.
com), who leads a group of
independent college admis-
sions counsellors assisting
students in identifying
‘right-fit’ colleges or univer-
sities abroad.

Once made aware of their
options and after investing
time on online research and
talking to current students,
the students are open to
institutions that they may
not have heard of earlier,
Seth adds.

The reason why many
young people today want to
go abroad is that they don’t
have the high scores needed
to get into a college in India.
Also, they are attracted to
the liberal arts system in
the US, which allows them
the freedom to explore vari-
ous courses before select-
ing their major. Other big
draws are the student life on
campus with opportunities
for pursuing any interest
they might have; research
and internship opportuni-
ties missing in India; small
class sizes and the quality
of teaching in the smaller
colleges; prestige of the big
national universities, sayvs
Seth.

His advice to them is that
the right-fit matters the
most. Often rankings lead

the students to a wrong path
in their search for right fit
colleges. To get to the top
rung, a B-school should have
anumber of accreditations
such as AACSB, Equis and
AMBA, which provide it an
internationally recognised
seal of quality. A strong
alumni network across the
world also enforces the repu-
tation of the school globally,
Belland adds.

On how INSEAD does
it right, Belland says the
diversity of the programme
both in terms of student
body, campus locations, and
course content is clearly
interesting for international
students who learn about
business from many differ-
ent cultural perspectives not
only from the faculty but
also from their peers. “We're
proud to have over 80 differ-
ent countries across our two
intakes, with no dominant
culture. This means that
wherever a student stud-
ies, whether in Asjia orin
Europe, the experience is
a truly international one,”
she adds.

“I think rankings are one
component that students
should kKeep in mind when
they decide on the universi-
ties, but not the only com-
ponent, To some students,
geography. geographical
climate, proximity to home
also matters,” savs Anant
Agarwal of edX.
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The tuture of technology in education

REDICTING what

future technology

could do in the do-

main of education

is certainly a diffi-
cult task. Mainly because the
student community is look-
ing at education from differ-
ent angles, and technology it-
self is undergoing a massive
change. One must realise
that the future is clouded,
and must be filtered through
the ability of teachers — in
the past and present — to
think about the impact of
technologies on student
learning and capacity of the
teaching community to un-
dergird research in technolo-
gy. We must remember that
technologies are not the con-
tent of education; rather
they provide a cornucopia of
tools for learning.

The technologies we know
will now undergo enormous
change at an increasingly
rapid pace. In 1965, founder
of Intel Gordon Moore had
predicted the exponential
growth of technology. Moore's
law postulates that the pro-
cessing power and speed of
any electronic calculating de-
vice will double every 18
months. At the same time,
the price for that technology
will decline approximately 35
per cent a year relative to the
power. If this continues to be
true, researchers will have an
abundance of exciting new
tools to use as they study the
curriculum and children of
the future. Those instru-
ments will not only be more
powerful than those we have
now, but will cost less, making
them affordable for research,
schools and families.

Educational research will
undergo huge paradigm
shifts that we can only imag-
ine. Because we live in a rev-
olutionary time of astonish-

ing advances in technology

and a world of constant and

. Arun Nigavekar

|

PROSPECTIVE PURVIEW: In this 2010 file photo, II'T’s information technology (l'l') pmfusionnln work on
their laptops during an ‘Open Hack Day’ programme organised by a global search engine in Bangalore

unrelenting change, new

concepts appear before the
implications of their prede-
cessors are digested. The
critical gear we carry on the
research trail into the future
is our mindset, mainly be-

- cause we are not willing to

explore and investigate. The
fact that we are not ready to
accept new ways of doing
new things makes the situa-
tion much worse.

The literature on change
describes levels of initiation
and acceptance of innova-
tions. Teaching communi-
ties are divided into groups;
there are forerunners, inno-
vators, persons who build
on what others do, those
who try what the earlier
groups have found out, and

lastly, people who lag behind
yor whoareigreat onitiessAsil.land educational reformers: - using: teahnology ascastool, i 1.

we negotiate the wilderness

‘trails ahead, accepting and
adjusting to paradigm shifts
in teaching and learning

~will become the survival tool

for education’s future.

The focus of future's re-
search agenda must remain
on children and youths,
learners and teachers, and
how to find strategies to har-
ness the power of the tech-
nologies in this endeavour.
Educationists must grip the
technology revolution quick-
ly. They should design and
use new learning experi-
ences; and teach more
process skills than ever be-
fore. A mindset that encom-
passes creativity and subse-
quent innovation will be re-
quired if we are to explore
and exploit the potential of-

-fered by technology. Futurists

argue that new educational

institutions are needed for a
new age, and that the social
power of technology will force
people to redefine education
— a task that will require a
different mindset than edu-
cators have had in the past.
The debate between those
who espouse standard-based
testing founded on the
knowledge of the past, and
those whose position is firmly
in the process-based curricu-
lum for the future, will figure
prominently in the redefini-
tion of education. In addition
to reading, writing, and arith-
metic, children and youths
must develop process skills in
problem solving and critical
thinking, communication,
technical reading and writ-
ing, applied technical reason-
ing, = information literacy,

new personal skills, new

mindset skills, and new cur-
ricula. Crucial questions re-
volve around new strategies
related to making changes,
applying what we already
know about change, and
bringing research findings
quickly to practice.

While there is no need to
reinvent the wheel (a time-
worn but accurate cliché),
that is what sometimes hap-
pens in educational technol-
ogy practice. We use good old
examples in new application-
oriented software applica-
tions. Indeed, our technology
experts do the same and sup-
port softwares that are also
based on faulty application of
developmental theory.

Today, the education sce-
nario reflects what was true
15 years ago, when technolo-
gy was combined with the
curriculum in a very conser-
vative manner. But remem-

= ber, technology represents a

" pervasive set of changing

tools for learning and teach-
ing. It is a tidal wave flooding
the whole world, touching all
aspects related to human life.
It will not disappear in the
next few years because the
youths use interactive soft-
wares that require a range of
cognitive, communication,
and social processes.

Researchers and educa-
tors alike must move away
from entrenched positions.
One of the most critical
needs at present is that of
finding new ways to connect
learners and teachers with
the results, implications,
and procedures of educa-
tional research.

arun.nigavekar
@mydigitalfc.com

(The writer is former
chairman of UGC,
former vice-chancellor of
University of Pune and
founder director of NAAC)
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